
Greyfriars Kirk 
Summer Magazine 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

MINISTER 

The Reverend Dr Richard Frazer 

Tel: 0131 225 1900 

Email: minister@greyfriarskirk.com 

 

SESSION CLERK 

Jo Elliot 

Email: sessionclerk@greyfriarskirk.com 

 

SUNDAY, MIDWEEK, & GAELIC SERVICES 

Tel: Kirk Office (0131) 225 1900  

or visit: www.greyfriarskirk.com (for information) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large format copies available from the Kirk Office on request. 

 

Greyfriars Kirk, Greyfriars Place, Edinburgh, EH1 2QQ  

(0131) 225 1900 | administrator@greyfriarskirk.com | www.greyfriarskirk.com 

Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh, Church of Scotland: SC003761 

Greyfriars Outreach Ltd: SC016736 

Greyfriars Foundation: SC006644 

@GreyfriarsKirkOfficial 

 

@greyfriarskirk_official 

 

@greyfriars_kirk 

mailto:administrator@greyfriarskirk.com
http://www.greyfriarskirk.com/


 

Christenings 

Laurie May Heath Elliot - 13 May 2018 

 

The following are the dates of the upcoming Greyfriars meetings.   

 

Please check the notes in the Orders of Service or  

the website calendar for confirmation.   

 

All members of the congregation are welcome  

to attend as observers. 

 

Kirk Session Meetings 

Wednesday 30th May  

Wednesday 5th September 

 

Common Life Group Meetings 

Wednesday 29th August 

 

Financial Management Group Meetings 

Wednesday 20th June 

Wednesday 15th August 

Wednesday 26th September 

PARISH NOTICES 



News from Richard…  
 

 

 

“When hope disappears, hope seizes hold of us.” These were 

the moving words of a Palestinian woman I met a couple of years ago 

in the Occupied West Bank. She had grown up in Haifa on the coast 

north of Jerusalem and had been living as a refugee ever since. She 

went on to describe how it felt to have had her identity wiped out, as 

though she were a non-person. She has no right of return to her home, 

and described how it felt when people told her that her identity as a 

Palestinian Christian was of no consequence. 

 

I have heard Jewish people saying very similar things when people 

have suggested that Christianity has superseded Judaism and that the 

Jewish religion no longer matters. Sometimes, we Christians don’t 

realise the impact on others of the things we say.   

 

How does it feel to be a non-person? Few of us know what that must 

be like. I had a wee sense of it once many years ago when I supported 

an African friend who was living as a refugee in Scotland, having 

escaped the Rwandan massacre. After a few years living and studying 

in Scotland, he was suddenly told by the Home office that he might be 

arrested at any time and deported. It turned out that the deporting of a 

refugee would have been a breach of the Geneva Convention and 

thankfully the judge in our appeal overruled the Home Office. But 

before we knew the outcome, I felt the hostility of the Home Office 

lawyer, who talked over my friend as though he wasn’t there, as if he 

were a non-person.  

 

So, when people talk about a “hostile environment” created by the 

Home Office and we hear of members of the “Windrush” generation 

being sent back to Jamaica having been welcomed here 50 years ago, 

or rough sleeping Europeans being deported, it can feel as though we 

value the outsider with less value. 

 

But, at the centre of our faith we have Jesus, who constantly sought 

out the non-people, the lost, overlooked, unclean and abused and he 

placed them at the centre. Jesus’s message was a summons to see the 

humanity, dignity and worth in the other and to cherish people 

regardless of their background. 

 



In the last days we have witnessed the irony of celebration for the 

foundation of the State of Israel and the terrible scenes of the killing of 

protestors in Gaza as they remember the displacement of 700,000 

Palestinians at the time, both sides seem locked into a cycle of hatred 

and violence where the identity of the “other” is wiped out. It can feel 

hopeless.  

 

For those of us who have faith in the way of Jesus, his risen spirit can 

invade us with hope and we can find the courage to see the humanity 

in the other and begin the costly journey of being peace-makers, 

engage in a ministry of reconciliation and speak of a world in which 

God has no favourites. 

 

Sometimes the world’s challenges can feel overwhelming, but in our 

own way here at Greyfriars we seek, whether in the Kirk, at the 

Grassmarket Community Project or at the Greyfriars Charteris Centre, 

to offer a welcome and hospitality to the whole community, not 

discriminating between insiders and outsiders. One of the very special 

things that Dan Rous has helped to nurture at the Greyfriars Charteris 

Centre is the creation of a home for Amina, a charity that works to 

support women in the Islamic community here in Edinburgh. Our vision 

for the Greyfriars family is to create a home, where people can look out 

for each other, learn from one another and grow into a flourishing local 

community where no-one feels like a non-person.  

 

 

All good wishes, 

 

 

 

Richard Frazer 



The Gaelic Congregation 

Ten years ago, on Easter Sunday 2008, a young man appeared at the 

Gaelic service in Greyfriars for the first time. His knowledge of spoken 

Gaelic was limited in the extreme and went only as far as “madainn 

mhath”  (good morning) and “ciamar a tha thu?”  (how are you?).   

Exactly ten years later, on Easter Sunday, 2018, that very same young 

man, Duncan Sneddon, was the lay preacher who took our Gaelic  

service in fluent Gaelic. Not for the first time.  

Duncan Sneddon’s story is, therefore, about commitment, both to the 

Gaelic language and to the Church. This is how he puts it himself.  

“I started coming to the Gaelic  

service in Greyfriars when I 

was 18. I had just started 

learning the language and  

figured that coming to the  

service and listening to and 

speaking with people here in 

Greyfriars would be a great 

help in doing so. At the time, I 

was a member of Barclay  

Viewforth Church, and if I left 

their service at the start of the 

last hymn, I could be in 

Greyfriars in time for the Gaelic 

service.  

  Over time, as I got to know people  

and become more comfortable with 

the language, the Gaelic  

congregation, and the wider 

Greyfriars Kirk, it came to feel more and more like home to me. I am 

so happy that, ten years later, I am still part of it. It’s been a great 

blessing to me”. 

 

It has also, of course, been a great blessing to all of us who attend the 

Gaelic service in Greyfriars. That is putting it mildly.  

 

 



With support from the indomitable and still missed Phyllis Reoch, Duncan 

soon became an integral part of our congregation. Then, under the  

guidance of Eilidh Ferguson,  within three years of joining us, Duncan had 

taken on the role of precentor.  I can assure all my readers that, from 

personal experience, precenting is far from easy. The role of precentor is 

a skilled one. I have always been fascinated by this  subject (probably  

because my father was a precentor). I was used to hearing this form of 

psalm singing since I was a small boy. Duncan picked it up quickly. 

 

From there, he further developed his skills to become one of our  

regular preachers. That, I believe, has been his greatest contribution to 

us as a congregation. Regular readers of this column will know that we 

have substantial challenges in the Church of Scotland in attracting Gaelic 

speaking Ministers. As a congregation we rely almost totally on preachers 

who are not Church of Scotland Ministers. It would hardly be an  

exaggeration to say that in the past couple of years we would hardly have 

survived without our Elder, Roddy Macleod, and Duncan Sneddon  

accepting responsibility for preaching. That is a huge commitment from 

both of them; and they are busy people. 

 

Duncan runs our social media platforms, raising our profile in the  

community and promoting our services and other events. He is also  

involved nationally in terms of the development of Gaelic in the Church. 

The Gaelic Supplement “Na Duilleagan Gaidhlig” which has been an  

insert in “Life and Work” over the years, was in danger of  

disappearing following the retirement of the Rev Dr Roddy Macleod from 

the charge of Cumlodden, Lochfyneside and Lochgair. I am  

delighted that it is to continue. Duncan and a former young member of 

our congregation in Greyfriars, Liam Crouse, who is now in South Uist, 

have taken it over. The commitment to Gaelic and the Church carries on 

relentlessly. 

 

And somewhere in the background over the last few years there has been 

the small matter of his PhD! His thesis, as one might have  

suspected, is on a religious theme, about Adomnán’s “Life of St  

Columba”. Duncan hopes to graduate with his Doctorate this summer. He 

still does not know what will happen then. I have told him privately that 

all of us in the Gaelic congregation are praying that he will  

continue to live in Edinburgh. Can you blame us? 

 

Matthew M. MacIver. 

April, 2018. 



Recently, I went back home to South Africa on holiday. It was a 
fantastic time, seeing family and friends, and to top it all off to 
get a little bit of a tan (mainly because it was snowing in 
Edinburgh while we were away). It was great to show Lesley and 
Emily around the sights and sounds of South Africa. There are 
many great stories, but my favourite was the day that our car 
was surrounded by elephants in the Kruger National Park and one 
of the elephants was having a nosey as to what was in her way 
(our car).  

 

As with all holidays, the trip had to come to an end. Leaving 
South Africa is always emotional for me as I have to say goodbye 
to family. Tears are shed, and I still feel a sense of sorrow about 
the journey I am about to take.  

 

Standing in line waiting to check-in to the flight gave me time to 
reflect on our holiday and the various journeys we had taken. It 
reminded me that life has many journeys; some we are excited to 
make and others are gut-wrenching and we wish we didn’t have 
to take them.  

 

Jesus had these moments too.  While standing on the Mount of 
Olives, he agonisingly shares his pain of having to take the road 
to his death. A journey he doesn’t want to take, but has to.  

 

Life is full of these journeys; whether it be returning from holiday 
or saying goodbye to something or someone that was important 
to us. It is hard to let go, but life has to continue. We undertake 
new journeys, gain new experiences, and these cannot be 
achieved unless we learn to say goodbye.  

 

 

Justin Taylor 

Probationary Minister  



I am just about to say goodbye to Greyfriars and start a new 
journey in my life. There are going to be many endings and 
goodbyes, but there are also going to be many starts and hellos. 
I want to thank all those at Greyfriars for giving me the 
opportunity to learn and to journey with you. You have all been 
my teachers and valuable sculptors in moulding me into who I am 
today.  

 

I pray that as we say goodbye and we journey on our different 
paths, that God would continue to bless you all as much as I have 
been blessed by being part of this community.  

 

God Bless. 

 

Justin Taylor 

Probationary Minister 



 

There has been a lot happening in the office and in the background. With 

our new members of staff, we are pushing forward with initiatives to 

improve office administration and our ability to communicate with you.  

Following the launch of the new website in December, we have been 

heartened by the positive feedback received. However we are intending to 

improve it further by better presenting what’s happening in the Kirk today 

and improving the future events page. Both these initiatives will enable 

visitors to the website and Kirk porch see straightaway what’s happening 

at the Kirk. 

With an Events and Marketing Assistant in the team, (Paulo Da Costa) we 

are now able to dedicate time and effort to marketing third party lettings 

via the website and social media. This is important, as we need to assist 

organisers advertise their events and link to where tickets can be 

obtained.   

In the main office and with our enlarged team, we are about to bring our 

computer hardware and software up-to-date. In parallel with the GDPR 

law (see separate article) we are reviewing material we store – both hard 

copy and electronic – with the aim of disposing of material that is 

redundant. Our Office Co-Ordinator (Enid Watkins) is also masterminding 

the transfer of the diary from paper to Microsoft Outlook for all events in 

the Kirk.  

The visitor season started at the beginning of April with healthy daily 

numbers. Owing to the volume of trade at the shop, we will be switching 

to  a till system shortly to better record sales and takings. Following the 

installation of Wi-Fi in the sanctuary last year, we will also be able to 

process debit/credit card transactions.  Training will be given to 

Welcomers and staff. We hope all these changes will improve information 

flow for you!  

Operations Manager’s Report 

T
h
e
 G

r
e
y
f
r
ia

r
s
 K

ir
k
 S

h
o
p
 

S R Lister 

Operations 



 

 

The General Data Protection Requirement (GDPR) legislation comes into 

force in the UK on 25 May 2018.  This is an EU-wide follow-on to the 

UK’s 1998 Data Protection Act and will remain in force following 

Brexit.  The law is about holding and securing personal data on 

individuals as part of an organisation such as a church.       

 

All organisations that hold data about others have to implement their 

General Data Protection Policy.  A template has been produced by the 

Church of Scotland Law department and adapted for use at Greyfriars 

Kirk.  It has been discussed at FMG and Session.  The policy is available 

on the website and via the Kirk office noticeboard.  The Operations 

Manager will be the Kirk’s Data Protection Officer and any queries 

should be addressed to him or the Office Co-Ordinator in the first 

instance.  Should there be a breach of security, a strict procedure is to 

be followed.  

 

The good news is there is no requirement to obtain consent to hold 

basic name/address/contact details from congregants and others 

undertaking Kirk-related business.  We will not pass any contact details 

to a third party without your consent. Individuals can however elect to 

opt out of being contacted, and have their details held erased.   If this 

happens we will not be able to get in touch with you!   In future we will 

not be able to email unencrypted or non-password protected or 

unsecured lists of contact info (such as the communion roll)  as we have 

done in the past.  Similarly,  we will have to be careful about what 

information goes into the quarterly Magazine and Website concerning 

people’s ID – eg no pictures with accompanying address details etc. 

Consent will have to be obtained before publishing face-shots.   

 

For more detail, please therefore take time to read the Greyfriars Kirk 

General Data Protection Policy.  Also the Data Retention Policy, 

Privacy Notice and Security Breach Management Policy are all available 

via the website.  If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch with the office team.   

  



The Grassmarket Community Project as seen 

through three men and a table… 

 

April saw the close of our first term’s activity programme. At the 

Grassmarket Community Project we didn’t sit around twiddling our 

thumbs during the holidays. Instead, we saw our team members David, 

our new Activities Leader, Graham, our new Training Manager and Tommy 

(who we all know well – our Senior Manager: Workshop) – pictured 

opposite, all three of them – facilitate and deliver with their team some 

great new work and initiatives.  

 

Tommy and his team of skilled staff and volunteers made the beautiful 

Greyfriars Communion table. Few people at the Grassmarket didn’t have 

a hand in this stunning piece of work which enjoyed huge acclaim and 

was the subject of many a gasp by the many visitors and customers to 

the project over the last month or two. Built from stunning recycled and 

some new timbers and taking a small crane and forklift to transport the 

short distance through the Kirkyard the table speaks for itself and was 

blessed by the Greyfriars congregation and by the Grassmarket 

Community Choir in song on the 7th May. So much love and community 

has gone into this table – the solidity and permanence of which we hope 

all those that made it and admire it can share together.  

 

David, with his first term of activities under his belt, supported our 

members taking part in a residential at Mercat House for three days. 

Many of those who went away, ten in total, had never experienced 

anything like it or been out of the city. The place was stunning, warm, 

welcoming and comfortable – the activities included walks, visits to local 

historical sites, including Dunkeld Cathedral, and a “beaver watch” late 

evening stroll (sadly no beavers were seen but their handiwork was). We 

are exceptionally grateful to local tour company Mercat Tours for the kind 

and very generous loan of their house in Birnam.  
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A great setting and a very well deserved break for people who rarely, if 

ever, have a glimpse of Scotland’s stunning mountains, lochs, forests and 

waterfalls. More importantly, a glimpse of living in community and feeling 

supported and nurtured for people who rarely experience the warmth of 

this environment – created by people.  

 

As the new term starts, David has kick-started some great activities – 

some delivered alone and some by his team of amazing volunteers 

including Spanish classes and Guitar classes – all free and all open to 

everyone.  

And then there’s our new Training Manager, Graham. He has been busy, 

thanks to a grant from the Scottish Government and the EU, 

understanding our members’ training needs and helping them increase 

their independence and employability. He has delivered a 6 week self-

esteem programme with our social work student, as well as a new 

Reading & Writing class, and finally this Easter saw the start of two new 

cooking classes where our skilled chef and ex-restaurateur Jamie Collier 

is teaching our members to budget, shop and cook easy delicious healthy 

meals in a supportive environment. Many of our members are attending 

cooking classes for the first time and are very proud of their 

achievements.  

 

Finally, we have an appeal to anyone out there that would be willing to 

support our charity  by hosting a European volunteer in their house. We 

have the fabulous opportunity to host two full time volunteers at the 

project each year for two years. We need someone who will 

accommodate up a full time volunteer for 6 months minimum but up to a 

year if possible and we’d be very grateful to anyone who can help. The 

Volunteer will come from Europe in their very late teens or early twenties 

– full support is given and they will be at the GCP for five days a week. A 

very generous contribution to bills is paid (but not, we’re afraid, 

marketable rent!). There is no obligation to feed the volunteer as they 

enjoy an allowance for this. Our experience is that these young people 

are delightful to have in your house and helpful and enjoyable in every 

way. If you think you or someone you know could help please contact 

volunteer@grassmarket.org.  

 

Don’t miss our next update which will be the much anticipated 

Grassmarket Community Project as seen through three women and band 

saw… 

 



 

 

Over recent months we seem to have survived all four  

seasons! The ‘Beast from the East’ forced us to close for a 

few days for safety reasons, but through it all, the building 

lives to face another season!  It gave the opportunity to 

get some picturesque photos though! 

Many people wonder what we do at the Greyfriars  

Charteris Centre!  What is a Centre for Community? How 

does this differ from other places? And what does it have 

to do with Greyfriars?!  All valid questions that I’ll seek to 

answer in the space available to me here. 

 

Essentially, we have three halls (Kirk o'Field, St Ninians 

and Harry Miller) and a meeting room (Baillie) that are 

available for hire, plus 11 offices for rent.  But there’s 

more to it than that.  Our overriding focus for the Centre is 

around Wellbeing and Enterprise, and that theme runs through most of what 

we enable to happen here.  So whilst the majority of  

activity in the Centre is undertaken by other groups, it is supported by us 

through discounted hire packages.  This discount is covered by lets to  

non-charitable groups and organisations who pay full price for their needs.  The 

offices are also let to organisations that fit with the focus of the Centre.   

 

Then, in further attempts at connecting groups up, we regularly organise office 

lunchtime gatherings and hall user  

meetings, not only to keep in touch with 

the groups but also to enable and  

encourage them to interact.  We have 

seen many incidents of cross-referral  

between groups who use the Centre which 

brings added benefit to the people  

accessing their services.   

 

As featured in the last edition of this magazine, we have also opened up the 

Kirk o'Field Hall as a Village Square, further enabling community to happen at 

whatever level it needs to.  This new space, open Monday, Wednesday and  

Friday 10am to 3pm, is providing a welcome space for people to escape, rest, 

study, work, chat, meet, give, receive, learn and much more.   

 



 

 Many have benefited from the open access this space provides as we further 

strive to support the local community – whatever that community looks like,  

regardless of any perceived barriers. 

 

The Centre primarily has a curatorial role, bringing together groups to provide 

maximum support to people in the local area.  That’s where we differ from a lot 

of places who simply rent spaces.  It’s also where Greyfriars comes into the 

equation.  When Kirk o'Field Church and Greyfriars Tolbooth and Highland Kirk 

“unioned” in 2013, the new Greyfriars Kirk parish boundary extended greatly.  

So the Greyfriars Charteris Centre is simply the Kirk serving the community 

with welcome, inclusion and hospitality, building on the great work being  

carried out in the Grassmarket Community Project, and truly living out the  

Matthew 25 guidance in that “Whatever you did for even the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

 

And that, in a nutshell, is us. Anyone can use the spaces in our Centre and  

anyone can benefit from the services provided from it.  It is our aim now, and 

especially through the redevelopment of the Centre in 2019, to ensure that 

these buildings that have supported so many people over the last 129 years, 

continue to support people in the Southside area and beyond for many years to 

come. 

 

As part of our organisational development, we are just recruiting a Centre  

Manager, who will take the lead on all the day-to-day matters of the Centre,  

assisted by our Administrator/Reception Assistant and team of Duty Managers.  

That will allow more focus to be given to the Development plans without  

detracting from what is happening in here now.  We’ll introduce our new  

Manager next time around but the photo shows that we’ve reworked our  

reception area to make room for them! 

 

As always, keep an eye on our Social Media channels – we’re on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram as /CharterisCentre – for all the latest news and  

developments here. 

 

 

Dan Rous 

Development Manager 



 
 
 
 
 
The Greyfriars at 12 concerts resumed after the Christmas break with a piano 
recital of JS Bach, Moszkowski and a world premiere of Peter Thorne’s 2nd  
Piano Sonatawhich was written for and performed by Peter Seivewright. 
 
Later in January we had sun-filled music from the Spanish composer Federico 
Mompou played by Scottish pianist Brian Davidson. 
 
The first of four concerts given by students from Edinburgh University  
provided the larger than usual audience with sonatas by Beethoven and the 
ever popular clarinet concerto by Weber. 
 
Students playing piano, flute, clarsach, and violin filled the church with Ravel, 
Bach, Beethoven, some traditional Spanish songs, and a very recent  
composition by Anze Roman for flute and piano. 
 
The Bristo Brass Quintet is made up of present and past students from  
Edinburgh University, and they played Bach, Rachmaninoff, Ewald and a very 
appealing piece “Jive for Five” to finish their recital. 
 
Current students were next on the Greyfriars at 12 musical menu, and there 
was a real brilliance to the Semionov accordion concerto played by Padruig 
Morrison. The second violin sonata by Prokofiev was followed by three Spanish 
songs by Obradors and the concert finished with the spectacular Carmen  
Fantasy for flute by Borne. 
 
To hear a complete song cycle by Schubert is quite a treat. Tenor Richard 
Coleman with his son Jeremy travelled down from Aberdeen to perform Die 
Schone Mullerin, and the concentration demanded of both performers and  
audience was almost  palpable. 
 
The jazz combo from St Mary’s Music School enjoyed a morning away from 
their classrooms, and under the guidance of their Jazz Programme director 
Richard Ingham, delivered an irresistible selection of classics and modern jazz 
standards. The eight players ranged in age between 14 and 18. 
 
 
The future of music certainly looks bright. 
 
 
Alison Gregson 
 
Co-Ordinator of Greyfriars at 12 



Flowers in Greyfriars 
My magazine articles usually keep you informed about the 

flowers IN Greyfriars. This time, I would like to tell you about 

flowers OUTSIDE Greyfriars. 

In recent months, the wooden planters, put in place 10 or so years ago, 

could be seen to be in a very much dilapidated state, and the azalea 

bushes in them had grown so much that there was no room for anything 

else. Looking after the flowers in the planters somehow became the 

responsibility of the Flower Team, and we decided that something had to 

be done to replace them.  

 

The matter was discussed at the Common Life Group (previously known 

as the Strategic Co-ordinating Group). Various opinions were mooted 

regarding style, size, and material used for the containers, but no 

agreement could be reached. Time to call in an expert! I contacted our 

Fabric Convener, Johnnie Webster, whose experience in architecture and 

design was behind the building of the new porch. He could see exactly 

what style and colour would complement the porch, as well as show off 

the flowers to their best advantage by having a very plain container in a 

neutral colour. His advice was readily accepted by all those concerned, 

and four bespoke planters were commissioned as this picture shows. 

 

Trudi, and her team from the 

GCP Herb Garden, initially 

planted up the planters with 

daffodils, tulips, narcissus, 

winter pansies and cyclamen, 

supplied by the Flower Fund.  

The results of their efforts are 

being enjoyed by us all now, and 

seasonal colours will be in bloom 

as the year progresses. 

      Wishing you all a wonderful and   

 warm summer. 

 

Mary Macpherson 

Joint Flower Convener 



World War 1 and  

Art and Artists 

 During the First World War there were no television sets and 

few people owned a radio, making it difficult to reach the public 

to report on the war. The government therefore used posters and 

magazines with strong illustrations to promote patriotism and to 

encourage men to enlist and to urge the general public to support 

the war effort. As well as appearing on bill boards and hoardings 

in prominent places these posters were also printed in magazines 

and so reached into the homes of the people. 

 The poster of Field Marshall Kitchener below on the left urging 

men to enlist is one of the most famous in the war. Kitchener 

raised the largest volunteer army ever in Britain. More than 

750,000 men signed up in six months! 

 Rather different is the poster on the right, which was 

spreading propaganda. It reminded the public of the horrors of 

the German invasion of Belgium. 

 

 



 Cartoons also appeared in the newspapers of the day 

commenting on the war situation. Many photographs were taken 

and published showing the fighting and conditions that the troops 

lived in but, of course, they were all in black and white. Cameras 

were used as early as September 1914 and in January 1915 

aerial photography was developed.  

 The camera was hand-held, made of wood and had glass 

plates, very cumbersome to use. By the summer of 1915 a 

camera fixed to the aircraft fuselage was introduced which gave a 

more reliable result. Aerial photography was invaluable to British 

Intelligence and by 1918 battles could not be fought without 

taking pictures from the sky. 

 Many artists served in the war in The Artists’ Rifles and, after 

the war, painted some of the terrible scenes that showed the 

awful conditions that the troops had experienced on the 

battlefield. The British Government also appointed Official War 

Artists to record these scenes of devastation.  

 John Singer Sargent was a well-known society painter of the 

day. He painted one of the most evocative works entitled 

“Gassed”. It shows the suffering of soldiers who had been in a 

gas attack many of them burned and blinded. They are seen 

stumbling and holding on to the man in front of  them on the way 

to hospital for treatment. 

 



 Another artist, Paul Nash had served in The Artists’ Rifles 

before being invalided home after an accident. He returned to the 

frontline in 1917 as an Official War Artist. This painting of his 

depicts the desolation and destruction of the war. It is entitled 

“The Menin Road” showing the shattered and barren landscape of 

a battlefield. 

One of the first Official War Artists, William Opren, painted some 

of the most upsetting pictures of the war. In this picture there are 

two corpses of German soldiers lying, abandoned by their 

comrades. 

 

Although the camera cannot lie, it is 

the paintings that portray most vividly 

the devastation, the destruction and 

the desolation. They are the most 

evocative of the futility and heartbreak 

brought about with the war. 

 

 Sheila E. Young 



. 



Congregation Communion Table Appeal 

The new communion table has arrived in the Kirk! It  is one of our 

‘Greyfriars 400’ celebration projects, and looks absolutely stunning 

in its new place of honour in the sanctuary.  The circular table pays 

homage to the 17 churches that have been drawn together in unity 

to form Greyfriars Kirk today. The table has been made by the 

Grassmarket Community Project workshop team, using wood from 

pews of the former Kirk o' Field Parish church.  

Greyfriars Foundation kindly agreed to underwrite the considerable 

cost of this project. However, please consider supporting the cost of 

this lovely table that honours our many connections, past and  

present.  

The table is made up of 90 pieces of  timber. Therefore you are  

invited to purchase a  table leg for £500, a piece of timber at £100, 

or we would be very pleased to accept donations for any amount. In 

order to make a donation please complete the form on the following 

page, attach a cheque and pass it to the Kirk office.   

Cheques should be made out to ‘Greyfriars Foundation’. Gift Aid 

will be reclaimed on your donation. Benefactors will be  

acknowledged.  

 

Thank you very much for your generosity. 



Communion Table Appeal 

for Greyfriars Kirk 

Name:  ___________________________________________ 

 

I wish to contribute £________________________________ 

 

Make your donation worth 25% more with Gift Aid! 

I want to Gift Aid this donation to Greyfriars Foundation. I am a 

UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less  

income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year 

than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my  

donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I under-

stand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have 

given. 

I am not a UK taxpayer and I am unable to take part in the Gift 

Aid Scheme.  

 

Please make out cheques to the Greyfriars Foundation. 

 

 

Signed:  ____________________________________________ 

Date:   ____________________________________________ 

 

Full Name: ____________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________ 

City/Town: ____________________________________________ 

Postcode: ____________________________________________

   



14 July 2018 | 17.00-22.00 | Greyfriars Kirk 

Everyone is invited to attend our ceilidh and blessing service. We ask 
that you do not buy us any gifts. However, if you could bring your 
drinks (some will be provided) and a plate of finger food to share, that 
would be much appreciated.  

JUSTIN AND LESLEY’S  
MARRIAGE CELEBRATION 



Have you ever considered how many light bulbs are in the 

Kirk?  Well, the answer is nearly 300!  Given the escalating 

cost of electricity and  ‘green’ agenda that we try to follow, 

we are slowly converting most of our bulbs to LED.  However 

you will know that the cost of LED bulbs is very high 

compared to the traditional  filament light bulbs.  One 

member of the congregation has kindly agreed to fund 

replacing the 6 chandeliers bulbs (66 bulbs) with LED 

replacements.   However, 107 sanctuary, porch and portable 

events lighting can also be converted and we would like to 

accelerate this process through an appeal.  The average cost 

per light bulb is £15.00, so any help towards purchasing light 

bulbs would be hugely appreciated.  A donation for any 

amount will be most welcome and if you complete the form 

on the next page, Gift Aid will be claimed.   Cheques should 

be made out to Greyfriars Kirk.  

 

 

 



Name:  ___________________________________________ 

 

I wish to contribute £________________________________ 

 

Make your donation worth 25% more with Gift Aid! 

 

I want to Gift Aid this donation to Greyfriars Foundation. I am a 

UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less  

income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year 

than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my  

donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I under-

stand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have 

given. 

I am not a UK taxpayer and I am unable to take part in the Gift 

Aid Scheme.  

 

Please make out cheques to Greyfriars Kirk. 

 

 

Signed:  ____________________________________________ 

Date:   ____________________________________________ 

 

Full Name: ____________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________ 

City/Town: ____________________________________________ 

Postcode: ____________________________________________

   




