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Intercessory Prayer by the River Danube 

 

 

Voice 1: All embracing God, Provider Supreme, author of time and space. 

We honour you, who cradles the Universe as a mother cradles her child. 

You set the stars on their course and have created this blue green gem of the 

earth, which is our home and our sanctuary. You have filled the earth with 

majestic mountains, fertile plains and nourishing rivers. We rejoice to live in 

this garden of your creating.  

You fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with singing and we honour 

you for the many blessings we receive, but admit that we have done great 

harm to your creation and have failed to live up to our calling to tend and 

serve.    

Voice 2: So, we pray now for the world that you saw was good and that we 

have exploited. 

For the seas littered with plastic 

For rivers choked with waste 

For habitats spoiled 

For species lost and under threat 

For people dispossessed, denied clean air, fresh water and productive land 

We ask for your blessing upon the earth, on all of life and upon our fellow 

human beings who struggle to know life in all its fullness. And we ask for the 

courage to change our hearts and live in such a way that the whole earth 

community might flourish. 

Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer.  

Voice 1: Living Christ, Bridge Builder Supreme, whose incarnation spans the 

gap between time and eternity, we honour you for your life among us, showing 

us the how to live with justice, compassion and community. 



In your life amongst us, you built bridges between peoples who had been 

excluded, you tore down boundaries that divided and gave all people dignity 

and worth. In your sacrifice, your reveal that, for people of resurrection faith, 

death never has the last word and you have given us the ministry of 

reconciliation, calling us to seek first the Kingdom of God. 

But we know that we have pursued other kingdoms, and that your words come 

with a warning, that unless we seek first the kingdom, the other things which 

we need for our lives will be denied us. 

Voice 2: So, we pray for those who have been forgotten and remain excluded 

in our world today that justice may flow down like a mighty stream. 

For peoples divided, that we may have the courage to ask for forgiveness and 

so be reconciled for the injustice we cause and the harm we do. 

For the people and land of Serbia who have known war and injustice in recent 

years, who, in this place, remember past atrocity.  

When the world loses its way, come to us with your wisdom that there may 

there be healing of land and relationships. And help us along the difficult path 

of peace making. 

For the lame and the lonely, the homeless and the dispossessed, we pray, that 

by your grace we may re-discover the deep blessing of hospitality, and meet 

you in the face of the stranger. 

Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer 

Voice 1: Spirit of God, whose presence flows through our being, nearer to us 

than our breath, closer to us than our own pulse. We honour you for your 

sustaining, life giving presence.  

Like a great river, you nourish all, enabling us to become fertile ground, to 

become trees of righteousness, offering shade and bearing fruit. The fruits of 

the Spirt are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control.  

We know that some of these virtues have not always taken root in us and we 

have dishonoured the life of your Spirit that is planted deep within us. 



Voice 2: So, we pray for all those who are the victims of our lack of care and 

attention. 

For those we have harmed by things left undone, kindly words withheld or 

harsh words spoken. 

We pray today for those rejected because of beliefs, gender, race or sexuality.  

For the labelled and the branded, the victimised and the excluded.  

We stand in the light of your grace and mercy, mindful of our common 

humanity with all others, our relationship with all creation, and hopeful of a 

future shaped by justice and peace. 

Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our Prayer. 

These prayers we offer in the name of the Creator God, the bread sharing 

Christ and the nourishing Spirit. Amen. 

  


