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Welcome 
Whoever you are and wherever you are in your journey in faith, you are 
welcome at St. Columba’s. If you are visiting or new to us, we rejoice that 
you have found your way here this morning.  
 

We believe that God affirms us all, regardless of our age, gender, sexual 
orientation, background or ethnicity and we welcome everyone who 
wishes to worship and share Communion with us.  
 

People of all ages are welcome in our worship. Early in the service, the 
children go to the Upper Room for their activities, and return in time to 
share Communion.  
 

Please join us for coffee, rolls and fellowship after the service. All are 
invited!   
 

A loop system is available, using the "T" setting on a 
hearing aid.  
 

For a large print version of this 
service and hymn book, please ask a 
welcomer. 
After the bell rings, as you are able, please stand as the cross and gospel book are carried 
to the front. 
 

Greeting:  



Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Words of Welcome and Introduction 
 

Opening hymn: 149– Let all creation dance 
 

Opening up the theme (after which the children leave for their activities.) 
 

Collect for Purity:  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Benedicite (verses sung by cantor, refrains sung by all): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Collect of the Day:  
Creator God, you fill your world with abundant life and call us to share life 
in all its fullness.  May your unbounded generosity inspire our hearts to 



gratitude and joy, that we may share in the praises of all creation, though 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
First reading: Genesis 14.17-24 read by Tom Whiskerd 
 

At the end, after a short silence, the reader may say: 
  

  Hear the word of the Lord 
All  Thanks be to God 
 



 



Second reading: 1 Corinthians 11.20-33 read by Jenny Paton-Williams 
 

At the end, after a short silence, the reader may say: 
  
  Hear the word of the Lord 
All  Thanks be to God 
 

Gradual Hymn: 772 – In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

 
Gospel: John 2.1-11 read by Sylvia Whiskerd 
 

When it is announced:  
Glory to Christ our Saviour 
 

At the end: Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel. 
Praise to Christ our Lord 
 
Sermon: Revd Bob Gould (followed by a few moments of silence) 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God above us, 
maker and sustainer of all life, 
of sun and moon, of water and earth, 
and of our rainbow humanity. 
 

We believe in God beside us, 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
born of a woman's womb, servant of the poor. 
He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
He descended into the earth, to the place of death. 
On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 
and his kingdom will surely come. 
 

We believe in God within us, 
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
life-giving breath of the Church, 
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 

(after the Iona Community) 
 



Intercessions (please sit or kneel) led by Catherine Outram 
 

Confession and Absolution:  
God is love and we are God’s children. There is no room for fear in love. We 
love because God loved us first. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Silence 
 

Loving God, we confess to you and to our fellow members in the Body 
of Christ that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and in what 
we have failed to do. We are truly sorry. Forgive us our sins, and deliver 
us from the power of evil. For the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
 

God, who is both power and love, forgive us and free us from our sins, heal 
and strengthen us by the Holy Spirit and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Peace (please stand, as you are able): 
We meet in Christ’s name.  
Let us share his peace.  
 

Notices 
 

Offertory Hymn: 177 – O God of blessings 
 

During this hymn a collection is taken for the work of the church, although many people 
give for this by Standing Order. Both represent our response to God's generous love. Items 
of food are also brought forward as a symbol of our engagement with the needs of others. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer I 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Worship and praise belong to you, O God,   
in every place and at all times. 
 

All power is yours.  
You created the heavens and established the earth; 
you sustain in being all that is. 
 



In Christ your Son our life and yours  
are brought together in a wonderful exchange.  
He made his home among us that we might for ever dwell in you. 
Through your Holy Spirit you call us to new birth in a creation 
restored by love. 
 

As children of your redeeming purpose, we offer you our praise with angels 
and archangels and the whole company of heaven, singing the hymn of your 
unending glory: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus (sung, music on card): 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving God, for the gift of your Son 
born in human flesh. He is the Word existing beyond time, both source and 
final purpose, bringing to wholeness all that is made. Obedient to your will he 
died upon the Cross. By your power you raised him from the dead. He broke 
the bonds of evil and set your people free to be his Body in the world. 
 

On the night when he was given up to death, knowing that his hour had come, 
having loved his own, he loved them to the end. At supper with his disciples 
he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to them, 
saying: 
 

'Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.' 
 

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them 
saying:  
 

'Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out 
for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.' 
 

We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion and 
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension; we look for the coming 
of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you these gifts and with 
them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 

Hear us, most merciful God, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this 
bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be 



the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your 
love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live 
and work to your praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and 
love until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage in the 
company of the Virgin Mary, Columba, the apostles and prophets, and 
of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without 
end. Amen.  
 

Breaking of the Bread: 
The living bread is broken for the life of the world. 
Lord, unite us in this sign. 
 

Lord’s Prayer (sung to a Russian chant, music overleaf) 



 

Communion: Everyone is welcome to receive Communion. If you would prefer to receive a 
prayer of blessing, please cross your hands over your chest when you come forward. If you need 
a gluten-free communion wafer please ask when you come to the altar. 
 

Communion Song (Agnus Dei):  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 
 

Please remain seated for the Post-Communion Hymn. 
 

 



Post-communion Hymn: 656 – I come with joy, a child of God 
 

Please stand when the president returns to the altar. 
Give thanks to our gracious God 
whose mercy endures for ever 
 

Post-Communion Prayer:  
Generous God, in goodness and love you make all things new. We thank 
you for this foretaste of the kingdom: the fulfilment of your eternal 
purpose for all creation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing: 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord: and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Recessional hymn:  

 
 



 
 

 



At the end of the hymn please turn to face the door for the Dismissal: 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

The service setting is Anthony Greening’s ‘A People’s Eucharist’ 
Registered Charity number SCO 16571 All hymns © CCLI licence: Words 1082411. Music Reproduction, 1082428  

 

Events and Activities THIS WEEK  
 

TODAY The Fair Trade stall will make an appearance after the service in 
the hall. 
 

St Cs at SIX  on Peace making this evening. Julia Fowler will be leading a 
simple time of worship, styled on the Iona Service for peace, and followed 
by a shared meal.  

 

Bible Study Groups 

The Monday Study Group has decided to take its summer recess, and will 
reconvene this week. We are in the middle of chapter 12 of Luke's Gospel.  
 

The Tuesday Study Group plan to start again soon when we will continue 
our study of St. Mark's gospel. New members welcome at any time. Please 
contact Julia Fowler for more information. 
 

Study Group and Eucharist. We are now reading "The Cost of Discipleship" by 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer". All are welcome on a casual or regular basis. Normally 
at the Thompsons’, 8 St. Catherine’s Place. Exceptionally, the meeting on 
3 October is at the Coates', 68 Newbattle Terrace, and the meetings on 
10 and 17 October are at the Goulds', 33 Charterhall Road.  
 

First Wednesdays, Weds 3rd Oct, 4.30pm @ Emmaus House, 14 Gilmore 
Place, EH3 9NQ. Do you identify as LGBTQI+ and have questions about 
spirituality and faith? First Wednesdays is a confidential drop-in space to meet 
people, eat cake and explore questions - big or small. For more information, 
please contact Maxwell Reay on 0131 537 6734 or Marion Chatterley on 0131 
228 1066 or email ourfirstwednesdays@gmail.com 

 

Midweek Eucharist. Thursdays at 12.30pm in the Upper Room at St. 
Columba's. Please join us for this informal said Eucharist which is offered each 
week. Lunch at the Castle Arms afterwards, optional. All are welcome! 
 

 
 
Events and Activities FORTHCOMING  
 



Harvest Lunch and Columba Project - On Sunday 7th October, after our 
Harvest Service, we will be having a Bring and Share Harvest Lunch. All are 
very welcome. The group that is planning the Columba Project will be there 
to discuss ideas and to invite you to complete a simple questionnaire (which 
is necessary for Heritage Lottery Funding).  We will also be inviting members 
of the wider community to this consultation between 12.30 and 3.00pm. 
(The planning group will provide extra food for this.) 
 

The annual Greyfriars Kirk Pet Blessing Service will be at 15.00 on 
Sunday 7 October 2018. The service will be led by the Rev Stewart Lamont. 
During the service, the menagerie of animals will be blessed in the grounds 
and owners are invited to bring along their pets – not just dogs and cats – for 
the special service which will be followed by an informal 'pet parade'.  
 

SAVE THE DATES - There will be a Columban cinema night out on 
Friday Oct 12th, with informal discussion in a pizzeria. We have also 
organised another St.Andrew’s Ceilidh in the Hall on Friday Nov 30th. More 
details, watch this space. 
 

Second Sunday Forum: "How to help a horse" is the subject for our forum 
on Sunday 14 October. It will be led by Felicity George, and will emphasise 
that animals need care for their mental as well as their physical well-being. 
There are parallels as to how we can help people too! 
 

Refugio is a monthly evening Communion set in the context of silence, 
symbol and reflective prayer. It takes its name from the shelters where 
pilgrims, walking the medieval route to Santiago de Compostela, stop and 
find rest on their journey. Refugio takes place in Greyfriars monthly, on each 
third Sunday at 19.00. The next Refugio will be on Sunday 21st October. 
 

Nite Kirk An alternative style of worship where people can come and go as 
they please. Held monthly, on the last Thursday of the month (25th October) 
from 7pm to 8pm at Saughtonhall URC, 85/87 Saughtonhall Drive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes 
 



A Columban Christmas card has been produced this year, in aid of 
Christian Aid and local Community projects. A sample can be seen today 
and orders taken. A Columban Christmas card has been produced this year , 
in aid of Christian Aid and local Community projects. A sample can be seen 
this Sunday and orders taken.   
 

Foodbank: Donations to the Foodbank meeting at St Columba's are always 
welcome. At present, particular needs are: coffee (instant), custard and rice 
pudding, fruit juice and milk (long life), jam, soup and pasta sauce and tinned 
spaghetti. 
 

Data Protection: If you have not already completed the GDPR consent 
forms, please could you return them as soon as possible if you have not already 
done so. Paper copies are available over coffee in the church. 
 

Group C is on duty in September. Your help in clearing up at the end of coffee 
time is much appreciated. Group D will be on duty in October 
 

Quietness. Please observe a spirit of quietness as we gather for worship out 
of respect for those who wish to pray and the musicians who are playing.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revd. David Paton-Williams, Rector 
Tel: 07759 621860 or 0131 228 5215 
Email: rector@stcs.org.uk  
Church Office: 0131 622 2277 or church.admin@stcs.org.uk 
Website: www.stcolumbasbythecastle.org.uk 


