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Sunday 30 May 2021 – Trinity Sunday 
 

You are very warmly welcomed to Sunday Services at Greyfriars.  All our services are available 

in our online library for viewing at any time at greyfriarskirk.com/online-services. 

Organ: Aria Flor Peeters 

Welcome and Call to Worship: Rev Philipp Ross 

Hymn 111: 

1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

2. Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, God ever living through eternity. 

3. Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the sinful human eye thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

4. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 

holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty!  God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Reginald Heber 

Prayer of Approach and Confession: Rev Philipp Ross 

Collect for the Day: 

Almighty and eternal God, through your Word and Spirit you created all things.  In Jesus Christ, 

the Word made flesh, you reveal your salvation in all the world.  Through your Holy Spirit,  

you give us a share in your life and love. Keep us firm in this faith, and fill us with the vision  

of your glory, that we may serve and praise you all our days: through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

http://www.greyfriarskirk.com/online-services


The Word of God 

Isaiah 6:1 - 8 Reader: Catherine Alexander 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem 

of his robe filled the temple.  Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with 

two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  And 

one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 

glory.’  The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 

filled with smoke.  And I said: ‘Woe is me!  I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and  

I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’  Then 

one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with  

a pair of tongs.  The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’  Then I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

John 3: 1 - 18 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night 

and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 

can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’  Jesus answered him, ‘Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’  

Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old?  Can one enter a 

second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’  Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no 

one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

“You must be born from above.”  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 

it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.’  Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’  Jesus answered him, 

‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?  ‘Very truly, I tell you, 

we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 

testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 

if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  

Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 

already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.’ 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: Rev Ken Luscombe 

Affirmation of Faith: 

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of the one God, maker and sustainer of earth, sea and sky. 

Born of Mary’s womb, Jesus healed the sick, served the poor, and proclaimed heaven  

on earth.  He died, but transformed even death, and rose to life so that he might journey  

with us. He blessed his disciples with his Holy Spirit and sent them forth, east and west,  

north and south.  We commit ourselves to Jesus, to one another as brothers and sisters,  

and to his mission in the world, by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Amen 



Hymn 112: 

1. God, whose almighty word chaos and darkness heard, and took their flight; 

hear us, we humbly pray, and where the gospel-day sheds not its glorious ray, 

let there be light. 

2. Saviour, who came to bring, on your redeeming wing, healing and sight, 

health to the sick in mind, sight to the inly blind, 

now to all humankind let there be light. 

3. Spirit of truth and love, life-giving holy dove, speed forth your flight; 

move o’er the waters’ face, bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth’s darkest place let there be light. 

4. Blessèd and holy Three, glorious Trinity, Wisdom, Love, Might, 

boundless as ocean’s tide rolling in fullest pride, 

through the world far and wide let there be light. 

John Marriott and Thomas Raffles 

Pastoral Prayer: Rev Philipp Ross 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn 113: 

1. God the Father Of Creation, source of life and energy, 

your creative love so shapes us that we share your liberty. 

Teach us how to use this freedom loving children all to be. 

2. Jesus Christ our Lord and brother, in your cross we see the way 

to be servants for each other, caring, suffering every day. 

Teach us patience and obedience never from your path to stray. 

3. Holy Spirit, love that binds us to the Father and the Son, 

giver of the joy that fills us, yours the peace that makes us one, 

teach our hearts to be more open as we pray ‘God’s will be done.’ 

4. Members of our Saviour’s body, here omn earthe his life to be, 

though we stand as different people, may we share the unity 

of the Father, Son and Spirit, perfect love in Trinity. 

Iain D. Cunningham 

Benediction 

Organ: Paean Percy Whitlock 
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