
ORDER OF SERVICE  -  21 JULY 2024 

 

 
  

WELCOME  

TO WORSHIP 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

 

Very Rev. Colin Sinclair 

Josie Williams 

Gillian Couper 
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Sunday 21 July 2024 – Ninth Sunday after Pentcost 
 

You are very warmly welcomed to Sunday Services at Greyfriars.  All our services are available 

on our YouTube channel for viewing at any time at bit.ly/greyfriarstv. 

Organ: Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier BWV731 J.S. Bach 

Call to Worship 

Minister: God’s Word comes freely, offering life in all its fullness. 

People:  May we be open to receive what He longs to give us. 

Minister: God calls us by name, inviting us to walk ‘the narrow way’. 

People:  May we be willing to follow wherever His spirit leads. 

Minister: God assures us He is with us every step of the journey. 

People:  May we trust His promise and know His presence among us. 

Minister: Come, let us worship God. 

Hymn 53 (Psalm 89): St Stephen (Newington) 

1. Oh, greatly blest the people are  the joyful sound that know;  

in brightness of thy face, O Lord, they ever on shall go. 

2. They in thy name shall all the day rejoice exceedingly;  

and in thy righteousness shall they exalted be on high. 

3. For God is our defence; and he to us doth safety bring:  

the Holy One of Israel is our almighty King. 

Scottish Psalter 

Welcome and Call to Prayer 

Prayers of Approach, Confession and Penitence 

Collect for the Day: 

Almighty God, your Son has opened for us a new and living way into your presence.  Give us  

pure hearts and constant wills to worship you in spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God , now and for ever. Amen 

  

https://bit.ly/greyfriarstv


Hymn 485: Repton 

1. Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways;  

reclothe us in our rightful mind;  

in purer lives thy service find, in deeper reverence, praise. 

2. In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea,  

the gracious calling of the Lord,  

let us, like them, without a word rise up, and follow thee. 

3. O Sabbath rest by Galilee!  O calm of hills above,  

where Jesus knelt to share with thee  

the silence of eternity, interpreted by love! 

4. With that deep hush subduing all our words and works that drown  

the tender whisper of thy call,  

as noiseless let thy blessing fall as fell thy manna down. 

5. Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease;  

take from our souls the strain and stress,  

and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace. 

6. Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm;  

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;  

speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, O still small voice of calm! 

John Greenleaf Whittier 

The Word of God 

2 Samuel 7: 1 - 14a 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house  

of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’  Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have 

in mind; for the Lord is with you.’  But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 

Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 

in?  I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt  

to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.  Wherever I have moved 

about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders  

of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built 

me a house of cedar?’  Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 

Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 

people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies 

from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth.  And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live  

in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,  

as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 

rest from all your enemies.  Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you  

a house.  When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up 

your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his 

kingdom.  He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

for ever.  I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 



Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.  He said 

to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’  For many were 

coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.  And they went away in the boat to  

a deserted place by themselves.  Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they 

hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them.  As he went ashore,  

he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat.  When 

they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region 

and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was.  And wherever he went, 

into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the market-places, and begged him that 

they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Anthem:  O Saviour of the World, who by thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us; 

save us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord.  Amen. 

Collect for the visitation of the sick John Goss 

Sermon:  ‘The heart of the matter’ 

The Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  

and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Hymn 198 (and during which, The Offering): Two Oaks 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive; 

built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

         all are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: all are welcome in this place. 
  



3. Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space, 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: all are welcome in this place. 

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: all are welcome in this place. 

5. Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from  floor to rafter: all are welcome in this place. 

Marty Haugen 

Offertory Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.                    Amen 

 

Hymn 511: Thornbury 

1. Your hand, O God, has guided your flock from age to age;  

the wondrous tale is written, full clear, on every page;  

your people owned your goodness, and we their deeds record;  

and both of this bear witness: one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

2. Your heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least;  

they summoned all to hasten and share the great King’s feast;  

and this was all their teaching, in every deed and word,  

to all alike proclaiming: one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

3. Through many a day of darkness, through many a scene of strife,  

the faithful few fought bravely to guard the nation’s life.   

Their Gospel of redemption, sin pardoned, life restored,  

was all in this enfolded: one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

4. Your mercy will not fail us, nor leave your work undone;  

with your right hand to help us, your victory shall be won;  

by mortals and by angels your name shall be adored, 

and this shall be their anthem: one Church, one Faith, one Lord. Edward Plumptre 

Benediction Amen 

May the God of peace go with us as we travel from this place; 

May the love of Jesus keep us firm in hope and full of grace. 

Organ: Prelude to the Te Deum Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
  



 
Forthcoming Services 

Today 12.30 pm: Gaelic Service 

Thursday 25 July   1.10 pm: Midweek Prayers 

Sunday 28 July 10.30 am: Holy Communion  

 12.30 pm: Gaelic Service 

Sunday 4 August   9.15 am: Holy Communion 

 10.30 am: Morning Worship 

 12.30 pm: Gaelic Service 

This morning, we warmly welcome the Very Rev. Colin Sinclair to share in our worship.  He is a 

former Moderator of the General Assembly, and until recently was the minister at Palmerston 

Place Church. 

Refreshments 

You are warmly invited to join us after the service for biscuits and tea or coffee, served  

at the back of the church beneath the organ.  If you are new to the Kirk, or are visiting  

after some time away, or do not know anyone yet, please feel welcome to introduce  

yourself to the welcomers on the door and ministry team before or after the service;  

and if you would like to join in the friendly conversations at the tables over tea  

or coffee, we look forward to getting know you. 

Giving by Gift Aid 

When giving to the Kirk with a cash offering during the service, do please use the Gift Aid  

envelope that you will find in the backs of the chairs.  If you are a UK taxpayer we can reclaim  

a further 25p in the £ by way of tax refund, without cost to yourself.  If you have already  

completed an envelope in full on a previous occasion, or completed a Gift Aid declaration,  

you need only fill in your name and the amount. 

Concerts and Events at Greyfriars 

Over the next three weeks, our regular Greyfriars@12 concert series at noon each Thursday 

has become the Greyfriars Organ Festival, which the City Organist, John Kitchen, continued 

last Thursday with a largely French programme, including Franck's magnificent Choral no.1  

in E.  Do join us at noon this Thursday, 25 July, to hear a recital by the concert organist 

Christopher Cromar.  The recitals on the following two Thursdays will be by Michael Harris  

of St Giles’ Cathedral, and finally a duet recital by Chris Hart (trumpet) and our own  

Dr Caroline Cradock (organ).  Admission is free. 

Events elsewhere 

The regular Coffee Mornings at the Greyfriars Charteris Centre are taking a summer break.  

They will restart, from 10.30 am to 12 noon as usual, on Thursday 5 September, and continue 

fortnightly. 
  



Guerilla Peace 

The University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy and their Associate Chaplain Dr Urzula Glienecke  

have set up a web site <https://guerillapeaceukraine.org> to answer the call to “Light up  

our hearts for Ukraine”; they invite you to visit it to share the solidarity, vigilance,  

and hope, wherever you are in the world at any time and from anywhere. 

Greyfriars & St Cuthbert’s Update 

After a lull for a couple of months, while the review of charge at St Cuthbert’s progresses and 

the working group started to investigate various aspects of church life and how these might 

be brought together, we are pleased to publish the next “working toward union” newsletter, 

which you can see online at <www.greyfriarskirk.com/greyfriars-st-cuthberts-union/> or can 

pick up from the table under the organ gallery at the back of the Kirk.  While we have always 

understood that progress toward union in our particular context would take a bit of time  

to work through, we appreciate too the importance of travelling on the journey together  

and ensuring everyone is able to contribute thoughts or have space to talk things through.  

We hope the information that has been provided so far has been of interest.  As ever, 

members of the working group are very keen to hear from anyone with any questions, 

suggestions, or concerns, or if you would like to just have a chat and find out a bit more.  

Please speak to either: Gillian Couper, working group co-chair and Greyfriars elder,  

at <gcouper@churchofscotland.org.uk>; or Jo Elliot, working group member and Greyfriars 

Session Clerk, <sessionclerk@greyfriarskirk.com>; or reach out to any member of the working 

group (see the newsletter) through the Kirk office at 0131 225 1900. 

The Edinburgh Kiltwalk 2024 

This year’s Edinburgh Kiltwalk will be on Sunday 15 September.  It is Scotland’s most-loved 

walking event with thousands of people taking part and an unbelievable atmosphere.  There 

are three distances available, the 5-mile Wee Wander, the 14 mile Big Stroll or the 21 mile 

Mighty Stride. 

Hannah Crooks, a volunteer with Community Fundraising Scotland, is offering free places  

on the Kiltwalk to charity walkers who pledge to raise £100 for Shelter Scotland.  Each walker 

will get a fundraising pack with a Shelter Scotland t-shirt to walk in, top fundraising tips,  

and training guides.  Email Hannah at <CommunityScotland@shelter.org.uk> to get a free 

sign-up code for your chosen distance, and to say how many people will be walking with you. 

(notices continued overleaf) 
  

http://www.greyfriarskirk.com/greyfriars-st-cuthberts-union/


TLC Pilgrimage 

On Sunday 18 August, we are heading with our ecumenical partners out to East Lothian 

visiting ancient places connected to pilgrimages.  A 50-seater coach will leave Augustine 

United Church at 10.00 am and will drive to Whitekirk, stopping at the beautiful red stone 

church of St Mary’s whose origins date back to the 12th century.  From Whitekirk, we will go 

on to North Berwick, with time to potter, explore and enjoy the town before gathering for  

a reflection near the Seabird Centre.  For those who wish, there is the opportunity to walk 

from near Whitekirk to North Berwick via 4.5 miles of the John Muir Way trail, rather than take 

the coach.  The final stop on the pilgrimage will be Aberlady, to visit the Aberlady Cross and 

share in a service at the parish church before boarding the coach once more and heading 

back to AUC for 4.30 pm.  Don’t forget to bring a packed lunch! 

To register to come on the Pilgrimage, please fill out the form via the link below.  It will not 

only register you for transport but also be the emergency contact form, so we ask that 

everyone coming fills it out – even if you're making your own way to East Lothian.  

Registration closes on Tuesday 13 August.  The cost of transport is £15 per head (£10 for 

children / students / unwaged).  Please pay on the coach, in cash, on the day.  In addition  

to the coach, please let us know through the form if you would be willing to drive your car  

to East Lothian (should the bus get filled) and how many additional seats you could offer. 

Registration Form 

If you have any issues filling in the form electronically, please call Rachel Fitzgerald in the AUC 

office on 0131 220 1677 and she’ll get you registered over the phone instead. 

News from the Ministry team, and Pastoral Care 

Ministry at Greyfriars Kirk is led by Probationer Minister Sue MacGregor, with assistance  

from Gillian Couper, Elder and Candidate for the Ministry; from Prof. Bert Kerrigan KC, Reader, 

Church of Scotland; and from other members of the congregation. 

If you would like to get in touch for any reason, to hear about how things are going  

at Greyfriars, to seek support or pastoral care, or simply to share a cup of tea and a chat,  

you will be very welcome.  Please contact the Kirk office by phone (0131 225 1900) or  

by email to either <minister@greyfriarskirk.com> or <contact@greyfriarskirk.com>. 
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