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Tuesday 24 December 2024 – Christmas Eve 
 

You are very warmly welcomed to worship at Greyfriars.  All our services are available on our 

YouTube channel for viewing at any time at bit.ly/greyfriarstv. 

Organ: Chorale prelude on ‘Wachet auf!’ J. S. Bach 

Call to Worship 

Hymn 315 (verses 1 and 2, choir only;  verses 3 and 4, all): Irby 

1. Once in Royal David’s city  

stood a lowly cattle shed,  

where a mother laid her Baby  

in a manger for his bed.   

Mary was that mother mild,  

Jesus Christ her little child. 

2. He came down to earth from heaven  

who is God and Lord of all,  

and his shelter was a stable,  

and his cradle was a stall.   

With the poor and mean and lowly  

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

3. And our eyes at last shall see him,  

through his own redeeming love;  

for that Child so dear and gentle  

is our Lord in heaven above;  

and he leads his children on  

to the place where he is gone. 

4. Not in that poor lowly stable,  

with the oxen standing by,  

we shall see him, but in heaven,  

set at God’s right hand on high,  

where like stars his children crowned  

all in white shall wait around. Cecil Frances Alexander 
  

https://bit.ly/greyfriarstv


Welcome and Opening Prayer 

Lesson 1:  Genesis 1: 1 – 5 and 26 – 28 Reader: Colin McLeod 

(New Revised Standard Version) 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face  

of the waters.  Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  And God saw that  

the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle,  

and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon  

the earth.  So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them.  God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful  

and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea  

and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 

Choir: Adam lay ybounden 

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; four thousand winter thought he not too long.   

And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkës finden written In their book.   

Ne had the apple, the apple taken been, ne had never our Lady a-been heavené queen.   

Blessèd be the time that apple taken was!  Therefore we moun singen Deo gratias! 

anon. c. 1400 Chris Hutchings 

Lesson 2:  Isaiah 9: 2 and 6 – 7 Reader: Charles Revolta 

(New King James Version) (St Cuthbert’s) 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land  

of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.  For unto us a Child is born, unto us  

a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase  

of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over  

His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, 

even forever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

  



Hymn 303: It came upon the midnight clear,  Noël 

that glorious song of old,  

from angels bending near the earth  

to touch their harps of gold.   

‘Peace on the earth, good will to you  

from heaven’s all-gracious King!’   

The world in solemn stillness lay  

to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come,  

with peaceful wings unfurled;  

and still their heavenly music floats  

o’er all the weary world;  

above its sad and lowly plains  

they bend on hovering wing,  

and ever o’er its Babel-sounds  

the blessed angels sing. 

3. But with the woes of sin and strife  

the world has suffered long;  

beneath the angel strains have rolled  

two thousand years of wrong;  

and warring humankind hears not  

the love-song which they bring;  

oh, hush the noise and still the strife  

to hear the angels sing. 

4. And you, beneath life’s crushing load  

whose forms are bending low,  

who toil along the climbing way  

with painful steps and slow,  

look now!  for glad and golden hours  

come swiftly on the wing;  

oh, rest beside the weary road,  

and hear the angels sing. 

5. For lo!  the days are hastening on,  

by prophet bards foretold,  

when, with the ever-rolling years,  

still dawns the Age of Gold,  

when peace shall over all the earth  

its ancient splendours fling,  

and all the world give back the song  

which now the angels sing. Edmund Hamilton Sears 



Lesson 3:  Luke 1: 26 – 33 Reader: Anne Bradbury 

(Good News Translation) 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee 

named Nazareth.  He had a message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man 

named Joseph, who was a descendant of King David.  Her name was Mary.  The angel came  

to her and said, “Peace be with you!  The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!”   

Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she wondered what his words meant.  

The angel said to her, “Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you.  You will become 

pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High God.  The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David 

was, and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end!” 

Choir: Torches 

Torches, torches, run with torches all the way to Bethlehem! 

Christ is born and now lies sleeping; come and sing your song to Him! 

Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby, ah, Roro, my love, Roro;  

sleep you well, my heart's own darling, while we sing you our Roro. 

Sing, my friends, and make you merry, joy and mirth and joy again;  

lo, He lives, the King of heaven, now and evermore.  Amen. 

Galician, tr. J.B. Trend John Joubert 

Lesson 4:  Luke 2: 1 – 7 Reader: Stephanie Rae 

(New Revised Standard Version) 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor  

of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town  

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 

he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her 

to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands  

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.           

 

  



Choir: Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber 

Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber, holy angels guard thy bed;  

heav’nly blessings without number softly falling on thy head. 

Lulla, lulla, lulla, lullaby, lullaby, lullaby. 

May we see the lowly cradle where the newborn Saviour lay;  

ox’s manger for his cradle; for his bedding, straw and hay. 

Lulla, lulla, lulla, lullaby, lullaby, lullaby. 

Holy Child, may we revere thee, trust and love thee all our days,  

then go dwell for ever near thee, see thy face and sing thy praise. 

Lulla, lulla, lulla, lullaby, lullaby, lullaby. 

Isaac Watts, adapted Chris Hutchings 

Lesson 5:  Luke 2: 8 – 20 Reader: Graham Maclagan 

(Contemporary English Version) (St Cuthbert’s) 

That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their sheep.   

All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the brightness of the Lord's  

glory flashed around them.  The shepherds were frightened.   But the angel said, “Don't  

be afraid!  I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy.  This very day  

in King David's hometown a Saviour was born for you.  He is Christ the Lord.  You will know 

who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay.”  

Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God.  They said:  

“Praise God in heaven!  Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God.”  After the angels  

had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let's go to Bethlehem 

and see what the Lord has told us about.”  They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph,  

and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay.  When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told  

his parents what the angel had said about him.  Everyone listened and was surprised.   

But Mary kept thinking about all this and wondering what it meant.  As the shepherds 

returned to their sheep, they were praising God and saying wonderful things about him.  

Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel had said. 

Hymn: While shepherds watched their flocks by night, Winchester Old 

all seated on the ground,  

an angel of the Lord came down,  

and glory shone around. 

2. "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread  

had seized their troubled mind;  

"glad tidings of great joy I bring  

to you and all mankind. 



3. "To you, in David's town, this day  

is born of David's line  

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;  

and this shall be the sign: 

4. "The heavenly babe you there shall find  

to human view displayed,  

all simply wrapped in swaddling clothes  

and in a manger laid." 

5. Thus spoke the angel.  Suddenly  

appeared a shining throng  

of angels praising God, who thus  

addressed their joyful song: 

6. "All glory be to God on high,  

and to the earth be peace;  

to those on whom his favour rests  

goodwill shall never cease." Nahum Tate, from Luke 2: 8-14 

Lesson 6:  Matthew 2: 1 – 12 Reader: Leslie Munro 

(New Testament in Scots) 

Noo, whan Jesus was born i' Bethlehem-Judah, i' the days o' King Herod, lo! Wyss Men cam 

frae the East tae Jerusalem.  And quo' they, "Whaur is he bidin that is ca'd King o' the Jews?  

for i' the East we saw his starn, and are come forrit to worship him."  But the King, hearin,  

was sair pitten-aboot; and a' Jerusalem wi' him.  And, gatherin a' the heigh-priests and writers 

o' the nation, he wad ken o' them "whaur the Messiah soud be born ?"  And quo' they,  

"In Bethlehem-Judah; for sae it is pitten doon by the prophet; 

‘And thou, Bethlehem, land o' Judah, nane the least amang Judah's princes!  

for oot o' thee sal come a Ruler, wha sal tend my folk o' Isra'l! ' " 

Than, Herod, convenin the Wyss Men privately, faund oot mair strickly o' the comin o' the 

starn; and bad them gang to Bethlehem ; and quo' he, "Gang, and seek ye oot the wee bairn ; 

and whan ye ken, fesh me word again, that I as weel may come and worship."  Eftir hearing 

the King, they gaed awa’; and lo! the starn whilk they saw i' the East gaed on afore them,  

till it stood whaur the wee bairn was.  And whan they saw the starn, they were blythe  

wi' unco blythness.  And comin intil the hoose, they saw the wee bairn, and his mither Mary; 

and loutin doon, worshipp't him.  And openin' oot their gear, they offer't till him gifts - gowd, 

and frankincense, and myrrh.  And bein warned in a dream no to gang back till Herod,  

they airtit their way to their ain kintra anither gate. 



Hymn 304: O little town of Bethlehem,   Forest Green 

how still we see you lie!   

Above your deep and dreamless sleep  

the silent stars go by;  

yet in your streets is shining  

the everlasting Light;  

the hopes and fears of all the years  

are met in you tonight. 

2. O morning stars, together  

proclaim the holy birth,  

and praises sing to God the King  

and peace to all on earth.   

For Christ is born of Mary;  

and gathered all above,  

while mortals sleep, the angels keep  

their watch of wondering love. 

3. How silently, how silently,  

the wondrous gift is given!   

So God imparts to human hearts  

the blessings of His heaven.   

No ear may hear his coming;  

but in this world of sin,  

where meek souls will receive him, still  

the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,  

descend to us, we pray;  

cast out our sin, and enter in;  

be born to us today.   

We hear the Christmas angels  

the great glad tidings tell;  

O come to us, abide with us,  

our Lord Emmanuel. Phillips Brooks 
  



Lesson 7:  John 1: 1 – 14 Reader: Laura Dunlop 

(New International Version) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 

with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 

that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of all people.  The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God 

whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through 

him all might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.   

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  He was in the world, 

and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came  

to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him,  

to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God — children 

born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.   

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory  

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Choir: Tomorrow shall be my dancing day 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; I would my true love did so chance  

to see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance; 

Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love,  

this have I done for my true love. 

Then was I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance.   

Thus was I knit to man's nature to call my true love to my dance. 

In a manger laid, and wrapped I was; so very poor, this was my chance  

betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass to call my true love to my dance. 

Then afterwards baptized I was; the Holy Ghost on me did glance,  

my Father’s voice heard from above, to call my true love to my dance. 

Traditional carol John Gardner 

Address: “The Hope of Christmas” 

Prayers for the community and the world 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.                    Amen 

 
  



Hymn 301: Hark! The herald angels sing Mendelssohn 

‘Glory to the new-born king;  

peace on earth and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled.’   

Joyful all ye nations rise,  

join the triumph of the skies,  

With the angelic hosts proclaim  

‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’   

        Hark! the herald angels sing  

        ‘Glory to the new-born king’. 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,  

Christ, the everlasting Lord,  

late in time behold Him come,  

offspring of a virgin's womb.   

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  

hail the incarnate Deity,  

pleased as man with man to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel!   

        Hark! the herald angels sing  

        ‘Glory to the new-born king’. 

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!   

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!   

Light and life to all he brings,  

risen with healing in His wings.   

Mild he lays his glory by,  

born that man no more may die,  

born to raise the sons of earth,  

born to give them second birth:   

        Hark! the herald angels sing  

        ‘Glory to the new-born king’. Charles Wesley 

Prayer for Christmas Eve 

Minister: All-embracing God, bound in mystery, but made clear  
in the stable that was lit up by a star: this special night is radiant  
with the brilliance of your message of love and good will to all. 

All:  As we go from this place, may we take that light with us  

to guide us in the days to come. 

Blessing Amen 

Organ: Toccata on ‘Mendelssohn’ David Willcocks 

 

 

 

 

After the service, all are warmly invited to join the congregation at the west end of the Kirk, 

under the organ, for mulled wine or apple juice with home-made mince pies. 



 

This evening’s Choir items are sung by the combined choirs of Greyfriars Kirk and  

St. Cuthbert’s Parish Church. 

The Retiring Collection this evening is in support of the “Shine a little Light” project begun 

by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Shaw Paterson, the Moderator of the General Assembly, to transform  

the lives of students in Malawi.  Your contributions will help children to do their homework  
 

and advance their education with the aid of small solar lights which they  

can borrow from a school's ‘light library', and will also help PhD students  

at Zomba Theological University to study during hours of darkness.  

Find out more either by scanning this QR code:  

or here: https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate/?fund=128170 

The image on our front cover is of the new Edinburgh Nativity Scene, unveiled on the  

first Sunday of Advent, just down from the Christmas tree on the Mound.  It has been  

an ecumenical  initiative of Archbishop Leo Cushley of the Catholic Archdiocese of St Andrews 

and Edinburgh, along with the Church of Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church.  They 

turned for help to the Archdiocese of Munich and Freising.  At almost 70 years, Edinburgh  

is Munich’s oldest city partnership.  The sculpture was commissioned specially from  

wood sculptor Thomas Hildenbrand of Ilshofen near Schwäbisch Hall in the Upper Bavarian 

tradition.  It draws inspiration from a small relief in the diocesan museum by the leading late 

gothic sculptor Erasmus Grasser (c 1450-1515), but introducing a contemporary and local 

element by perching Edinburgh Castle on the crag in the background to the figures, which 

have become life sized. 

Forthcoming Services: 

Tomorrow 10.30 am: Christmas Morning Worship (lasts about 40 mins) 

Thursday 26 December (no mid-week prayers this Thursday) 

Sunday 29 December 10.30 am: Holy Communion at the Parish Church of St. Cuthbert 

 (Greyfriars Kirk will be open for quiet reflection) 

Thursday 2 January (no mid-week prayers this Thursday) 

Sunday 5 January   9.15 am: Holy Communion at Greyfriars 

 10.30 am: Morning Worship at Greyfriars 

 12.30 pm: Gaelic Service 
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